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Why Septic Matters



Pathogens

• E. coli
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Why Septic Matters



Québec

7%

Vermont

56%

New York 

37%



Phosphorus load from wastewater treatment 

facilities, 1990-2016

Page 14



P
H

O
SP

H
O

R
U

S 
C

O
N

C
E
N

T
R

A
T

IO
N

(u
g/

L
)



Page 8

Public beach closures on 
Lake Champlain, 2015-2017

STATUS 
Closures between Memorial Day 

and Labor Day

GOOD:

Closed 0-5 days

FAIR:

Closed 6-19 days

POOR:

Closed 20+ days
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GOAL: ~615 metric tons



Dive in: What you can do
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Help the next generation of lake stewards get 
involved
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Why Septic Matters



Thank you!

Eric Howe

Director, Lake Champlain Basin Program

ehowe@lcbp.org

mailto:mvaughan@lcbp.org

